The following is an in depth explanation of how to obtain a tourist visa with our visa support. We can issue the "tourist visa support" for you and your travelling companions but you will need to process the visas from the Russian Consulates or Embassy in your country on your own.

Each person will need to let us know this important information and e-mail to ryh@ryh.ru or fax it to +7 (812) 329-8019:

* Full name in Passport

* Sex

* Birthdate

* Citizenship

* passport N

* expiration date

* Arrival to Russia

* Departure from Russia

* Means of arrival:  ie. Air  Train  Auto  Bus Ship

* Cities to be visited in Russia

* Fax Number to where we send the fax support

For payment you can either email or fax us the following credit card information.

Type of Credit Card (Visa, MC or AMEX only)

Name of Cardholder:

Credit Card Number:

Expiration Date (mmyy):

Billing address of Credit Card:

You will also be sent a credit card form that you will need to sign and fax back to us.  Once we confirm payment you will be faxed a tourist invitation and it will say that you are staying at the hostel whether you plan to stay at the hostel or not.

If you do not plan to stay at the hostel please let us know.

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-

EXPLANATION ON VISA PROCESSING

Once you receive by fax your visa support from our tourist company "RYHT-CARON".  You will need to apply to the Russian Consulate in your country for a one-entry or two-entry TOURIST visa.  If you want a two entry visa you need to let us know Arrival and Departure Dates for both entries into Russia.  Please note that a two-entry visa costs more.

The visa support is written with an additional time on both the front and back side of your actual arrival/departure dates.  Maximum stay on a tourist visa is one month.

Please find enclosed a "Visa Application Form - #95" for the Russian Consulate.  The file for this form is in adobe acrobat format.  If you can't read this file you can download the software "Adobe Acrobat Reader" from www.adobe.com.

EXPLANATION ON VISA APPLICATION FORM - #95:

Some points on the application form that you need to pay attention to:

-object of journey:  TOURISM

-russian dept or orgs to be visited - RYHT-CARON

-route of journey:  ST. PETERSBURG and/or MOSCOW

-index and name of tourist group - 1646, RYHT-CARON

-place of work or study, position, its address. . . YOUR OWN PLACE WORK OR STUDY, POSITION and ADDRESS

-do you have medical coverage valid in Russia:  YES - TRAVEL INSURANCE (You don't actually need it but write TRAVEL INSURANCE)

-permanent address of relatives in Russia: NONE

You need to make two copies of the "Visa Application Form - #95", fill them in, sign them, date them and include them with a cover letter (see below), our visa support invitation, your original passport, copy of your passport, three identical passport photos, cashier's check/money order (see rates below),  and (if processing by mail) a pre-paid self-addressed envelope.

NEW SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION:

PLEASE NOTE: As of May 01, 2002, US male citizens age 16-45 seeking a Russian entry visa are required to attach a new supplemental form to the standard visa application form.  (This is in response to a new procedure introduced by US Consular Service for Russian citizens seeking non-immigrant entry visas to the United States.)

EXPLANATION on SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION:

Some points on the application form that you need to pay attention to:

- Question 6 - Full name and address of contact person or organization in Russia that invites You  (Include telephone number): RYHT-CARON,3rd SOVETSKAYA UL., 28, ST. PETERSBURG, 193036, RUSSIA. TEL: +7 (812) 329-8018

- Question 16 -

   Have You made specific travel arrangements?: YES.

   Specific location You will visit and a point of contact at each location:

   - ST. PETERSBURG, ST. PETERSBURG INTERNATIONAL HOSTEL (or other hostel in St. Petersburg), RYHT-CARON

   - MOSCOW, TRAVELER's GUESTHOUSE(or other hostel in Moscow), RYHT-CARON

COVER LETTER

The Cover letter you write can be from you (it does not need to be from a tourist organization) with the following written:

*********************

Dear Visa Department,

Please process my application for a tourist visa to Russia.  My visa support is provided by RYHT-Caron.

I will be arriving to Russia on XXXXX  XX, 2002.  I will be visiting St. Petersburg and Moscow.  My planned exit from Russia will be XXXXX XX, 2002. (If double-entry please include second dates of arrival/departure to/from Russia)

Please find enclosed a money order (or cashier' check) of $XX.XX for the XX-day processing fee.  Please also find enclosed a stamped and self-addressed express mail envelope.

If you have any questions regarding my application you can reach me at the following telephone number: XXXXXXXXXX

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

**********************

ISTRUCTIONS FROM RUSSIAN CONSULATE

We have included the instructions from the Russian Consulate in San Francisco.  If you use the Consulate in one of the other cities in the USA or in another country you may have different processing times, requirements  and prices. Please make sure you check with the Russian Consulate before you send in you documents.

Please read thoroughly.  The earlier you send in your application form the cheaper it will cost. Please check the consulates' sites for up-to-date information depending on where you are going to apply. Please note: each Russian Consulate in the USA is responsible for a certain group of states. You can check the information about the different consulates by going to their web sites:

Washington DC: http://www.russianembassy.org

San Francisco: http://www.consulrussia.org

New York: http://www.ruscon.com

Seattle:  (They don't have a web site so call them)

Address:  2323 Westin Building, 2001 6th Ave.

Seattle, WA 98121

Telephone:  (206) 728-1910

Fax:  (206) 728-1871

Office hours:  Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Open to public:  Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Consul General:  Andrey V. Veklenko

Jurisdiction:  Alaska, Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Washington, Wisconsin and Wyoming.

Links to other Russian Consulates and additional information about Russia can be found at our site: www.ryh.ru/info.htm.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to ask us by e-mail at ryh@ryh.ru.

Sincerely,

Svetlana

St. Petersburg International Hostel

Russian Youth Hostels

*******************************************

Russian Consulate

2790 Green Street, San Francisco, California 94123

Office hours: 8.30 - 12.30, 13.30 - 17.30

Admission hours: 9.00 - 12.00

(every day, except for weekends and National Holidays)

Visa Desk: 415-929-0862;415-775-6287 (9.00 -12.00)   Fax: 415-929-0306 / E-mail: consulsf@ix.netcom.com

**********************************************

VISA APPLICATION PROCEDURE as of May 1, 2002

-       No medical insurance is officially required, unless you stay in Russia for 6 months or more

-       Please, note that drop-off day is not included in the processing period. Visa processing period begins only after we collected all the documents required.

-       You can apply personally at our Office at 2790 Green Street, San Francisco, California 94123, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (noon) except Russian and US National Holidays or by mail.

-       If applying personally, have all the documents handy. We cannot provide copy, photo or other services.

-       When mailing, a self-addressed pre-paid envelope should be enclosed, showing you both as shipper and recipient. Otherwise, your visa will not be processed. We do not accept envelopes marked "Bill Credit Card" or C.O.D

-       To avoid your correspondence being lost in mail we recommend to use USPS Registered, USPS Certified, USPS Express or FedEx, DHL, Airborne and similar services (so, that the envelopes bear a tracking number). Visa Desk will not be responsible for any loss or mishandling of the mail by the Postal Service or any other delivery agent.

-       All visa documents must be accompanied with a cover letter specifying dates of arrival and departure (Please remember: ARR: 12/OCT  DEP: 10/NOV/2000), cities (Moscow and St. Petersburg) to be visited in Russia and telephone or facsimile number to reach you at.

-       Since we process your visa by computer, please follow a specific pattern when submitting your papers. The copy of the passport page should be trimmed to the size of the original and stapled to the upper left-hand corner of application form. Two pictures should be stapled to the copy of the passport page and one - to the marked space in the upper right-hand corner of the application form. Your visa processing speed depends on it!

-       Please, note that Consular Officer reserves the right to invite the Applicant to be interviewed in person.

For a Tourist Visa, please, submit:

1.      Visa Support/Invitation from the Russian travel agency must be submitted. The Receiving organisation's reference number should be indicated on the form  (*Russian tourist visa cannot be issued for a period longer than one month, however it can be extended later, when you are in Russia, through your travel agency or your hotel. ***Upon arrival, foreign tourists should register their visas through hotel administration).

2.      Original and copy of your valid passport or other travel document. Applicants with diplomatic passports should submit both copy and the original.

3.      Two copies - Signed and dated Visa Application Form # 95 filled out in English or Russian.

4.      New Supplemental Application for US male citizens age 16-45 filled out, signed and dated.

5.      Three identical passport size photos signed on the back.

6.      Visa processing fee made payable to the Russian Consulate General by money order, cashier's check or company check only (see rates below). Please do not send cash or personal checks. Bounced check penalty is $20.

7.      Pre-paid self-addressed envelope (as described above).

PROCESSING FEE

Processing Period                             Entry-Exit               Double Entry

Not less than two weeks                        $70                        $120

Not less than one week                         $80                        $130

Not less than three business days              $110                       $160

Next business day                              $150                       $200

Same day                                       $300                       $350 
